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Communications Committee Updates

 “Interview with a Scientist” ISBRABulletin
interviews Dr. Andrew Lawrence.

 Several New Job Postings for various career
level openings.

 “Publications You May Have Missed” and “New
Directions” discuss recent research on
polysubstance misuse and alcohol use
disorder.

 Research funding opportunities applicable to
polysubstance misuse and alcohol use
disorder.

 Conference Report on the Experimental
Biology Meeting.
Publications You May Have Missed
By Adam Choss, Sage Schaefer, Andrea
Vásquez Ferreiro B.S. and Robert Leeman Ph.D.
According to the CDC, polysubstance use is when a person uses
more than one drug either together or leaves a short time
between use of individual substances, whether this act is
intentional or not. Often people will use alcohol in combination
with other substances. Combining these substances in this
manner increases cognitive impairment and is associated with
increased consumption and more severe social and behavioral
consequences. Moreover, alcohol can have negative
physiological consequences with certain medications such as
OxyContin, Zoloft, Benadryl, and Valium, leading to respiratory
depression, internal bleeding, and heart problems. People
engage in these unsafe behaviors within different contexts such
as parties, facilitating sleep, and self-medication. This month’s
column covers studies related to polysubstance use, including
alcohol and other substance/s.

ISBRA Bulletin Vol. 4 (2022) Issue 2
Contributing to the advancement of alcohol research globally

Cont. Publications You May Have Missed
By Adam Choss, Sage Schaefer, Andrea Vásquez Ferreiro B.S. and
Robert Leeman Ph.D.
Recreational marijuana
legalization and co-use with
alcohol among adolescents
Synopsis: This study examined the
relationship between the 2016
legalization of recreational
marijuana in California and co-use
of alcohol and marijuana by 7th,
9th, and 11th grade students using
data from a cross-sectional survey
occurring between 2010-11 and
2018-19 (N = 3,319,329). The
legalization of recreational
marijuana was associated with
increased odds of alcohol and
marijuana co-use in the past 30
days. The relationship between
legalization and co-use was
stronger in adolescents reporting
past month alcohol use and heavy
drinking, and inversely related in
adolescents reporting past month
marijuana use. Past 30-daymarijuana use frequency was
significantly higher postlegalization among those who
reported past-30-day alcohol and
marijuana co-use.

Page 2

Citation: Paschall, M. J., García-Ramírez
G., & Grube, J. W. (2022). Recreational
marijuana legalization and co-use with
alcohol among adolescents. American
Journal of Preventive Medicine, 62(1),
57-64.

The effects of alcohol drinking
on subsequent
methamphetamine selfadministration and relapse in
adolescent female rats
Synopsis: This study utilized a
paradigm involving serial voluntary
alcohol consumption and selfadministration of
methamphetamine among
adolescent female Sprague-Dawley
rats (N = 35) to model co-misuse of
the substances in humans. Rats
displayed an increased preference
for alcohol drinking compared to
water over time as well as rapid
acquisition of methamphetamine
self-administration. Past alcohol use
did not affect methamphetamine
self-administration compared to
control rats, but did reduce the cueprimed reinstatement of
methamphetamine seeking after a
week of abstinence.
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Cont. Publications You May Have Missed
By Adam Choss, Sage Schaefer, Andrea Vásquez Ferreiro B.S. and
Robert Leeman Ph.D.
Citation: Kline, H. L., & Yamamoto, B.
K. (2022). The effects of alcohol
drinking on subsequent
methamphetamine selfadministration and relapse in
adolescent female rats. Behavioural
Brain Research, 422, 113771.

Patterns of cannabis and
alcohol co-use: Substitution
versus complementary effects
Synopsis: This review examined the
literature on alcohol and cannabis
co-use, and if cannabis tends to act
as a substitute for or as a
complement to alcohol
consumption. Studies were selected
that examined co-use in human
subjects using survey or laboratory
methods. The authors concluded
that there were findings to support
both complementary and
substitutional effects of cannabis
and alcohol concurrent use.
Patterns and context of use, timing,
cannabinoid make-up, and
pharmacokinetic interactions all
related to the impact of cannabis
use on alcohol-related outcomes.
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Citation: Gunn, R., Aston, E.R., & Metrik,
J. (2022). Patterns of cannabis and
alcohol co-use: substitution versus
complementary effects. Alcohol
Research: Current Reviews, 42(1).

Polysubstance use in a Brazilian
national sample: Correlates of
co-use of alcohol and
prescription drugs
Synopsis: This study examined the
prevalence of alcohol use in
conjunction with prescription drug
misuse in Brazilian adults.
Data drawn from the 2015 Brazilian
Household Survey on Substance Use
was used to estimate polysubstance
use among people who reported
past-year alcohol use. The
investigators found that 0.4% of
people reporting past-year alcohol
use reported past-month use of both
alcohol and non-medical
benzodiazepines and 0.5% of people
reporting past-year alcohol use
reported past-month use of both
alcohol and non-medical opioids.
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Cont. Publications You May
Have Missed
By Adam Choss, Sage
Schaefer, Andrea Vásquez
Ferreiro B.S. and Robert
Leeman Ph.D.
Several factors were identified as
being significantly related to
polysubstance use including
depression, anxiety, tobacco use,
experience of physical violence or
threats of violence.
Citation: Krawczyk, N., da Mota, J. C.,
Coutinho, C., Bertoni, N., de
Vasconcellos, M. T. L., Nascimento
Silva, P. L., De Boni, R. B., Cerdá, M., &
Inácio Bastos, F. (2022). Polysubstance
use in a Brazilian national sample:
Correlates of co-use of alcohol and
prescription drugs. Substance Abuse,
43(1), 520-526.

New Directions
By Ricardo Pautassi Ph.D.
The current issue is focused on
polysubstance use (i.e., alcohol use
on top of other substance use
[cannabis, opioids, etc.]). Several
studies have pinpointed that,
compared to individuals who use a
single substance, those who use
multiple substances exhibit more
substance-related negative
consequences (Patrick et al., 2019),
including increased morbidity and
mortality, and greater frequency of
admissions into emergency
departments (Klenk et al., 2019).
Moreover, individuals exhibiting
alcohol use disorder are at greater
risk for developing substance use
disorder when they engage with an
additional substance (Crumy et al.,
2020).
Multi-substance use challenges
contemporary socio-cognitive
models aimed at explaining motives
underlying drug use. It is possible
that motives for using a given
substance in conjunction with
alcohol (e.g, coping, expansion, etc)
follow the motives that drive the use
of alcohol alone, but it is also
possible that a unique motivational
pattern explains co-use (Foster et al.,
2016).
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Cont. New Directions
By Ricardo Pautassi Ph.D
For instance, alcohol use may be
driven by the need to counteract
or enhance the effects of the
other consumed substance.
Regarding other combinations, it
is known that psychostimulants
are often used to lessen the
aversive consequences of the
withdrawal syndrome induced by
the discontinuation of opioids
(Ellis et al., 2018). Future studies
should dissect these important
questions to inform prevention
efforts aimed at reducing multisubstance use.
Multi-substance use also poses a
challenge for pre-clinical models.
These usually dissect the
pharmacological or behavioral
effects of drugs in isolation, use
one drug to probe or antagonize
the effects of alcohol and
therefore leave unaddressed
neurobiological mechanisms, or
assess how early exposure to one
substance affects alcohol use later
in life. Yet pre-clinical models that
actually tackle concurrent use of
alcohol and other drug are not
that common. The development
of such models should be further
stimulated.
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Funding Opportunities – Polysubstance Abuse and Alcohol
Use Disorder
By Jeffrey Warner M.Sc. & Vatsalya Vatsalya M.D.
NIH

NIDA Mentored Clinical Scientist
Development Program Award in
Substance Use and Substance Use
Disorder Research (K12 Clinical Trial
Optional):

This funding opportunity announcement
(FOA) encourages applications for
institutional research career development
(K12) programs that propose to support
intensive supervised research and career
development experiences for clinician
scientists (Scholars) leading to research
independence in the area of substance
use and substance use disorder research.
Alcohol and Other Substance Use
Research Education Programs for
Health Professionals (R25 Clinical Trial
Not Allowed:
The NIH Research Education Program
(R25) supports research education
activities in the mission areas of the NIH.
The over-arching goal of this
NIAAA/NIDA R25 program is to support
educational activities that foster a better
understanding of biomedical, behavioral,
and clinical research on alcohol and
other substance use disorders and their
implications. This FOA will support
creative educational activities with a
primary focus on Outreach.
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Specifically, this FOA will support
projects designed to engage practicing
health care professionals in education
about current and emerging
knowledge derived from
scientific research on the neurobiology,
epidemiology, prevention, and/or
treatment of alcohol and other
substance use disorders and related
health conditions.
Strategic Alliances for Medications
Development to Treat Substance Use
Disorders (R01 Clinical Trial
Optional): The purpose of this
Funding Opportunity Announcement
(FOA) is to support research that
advances compounds towards FDA
approval by leveraging NIDA funds
with the strengths and resources of
outside organizations. It is anticipated
that in comparison with traditional
grant-funded research, strategic
alliances will increase the pace at which
medications to treat Substance Use
Disorders (SUDs) move through the
drug development process. Both the
project period and budget are
consistent with the objective of
accelerating the pace of medications
development compared to traditional
research project grant funding. Project
aims can range from the development
of a new molecular entity to the
expansion of an existing medication’s
clinical indication(s).
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Cont. Funding Opportunities – Polysubstance Abuse and
Alcohol Use Disorder
By Jeffrey Warner M.Sc. & Vatsalya Vatsalya M.D.
SAMHSA:

Cont. NIH:
HEAL Initiative: Understanding
Polysubstance Use and Improving
Service Delivery to Address
Polysubstance Use (R01 Clinical Trial
Optional)

SP-22-002:

The purpose of this FOA is to support
R01-level projects that
will address polysubstance use
involving opioids and stimulants that
can contribute to 1) understanding of
the dynamics of polysubstance use,
2) improving outcome measurement in
the context of polysubstance use, 3)
personalizing preventative and
treatment services approaches in the
context of polysubstance use.

TI-22-010:

FAPESP launches call for proposals
with South Korea
Opportunity with the NRF will select
scientific collaborations of up to two
years in all areas of knowledge. This call
is for research proposals in all areas of
knowledge.
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Substance Abuse and HIV Prevention
Navigator Program for Racial/Ethnic
Minorities Cooperative Agreement.

Grants to Expand Substance Abuse
Treatment Capacity in Adult and
Family Treatment Drug Courts
TI-22-004:
Minority AIDS Initiative: Substance
Use Disorder Treatment for
Racial/Ethnic Minority Populations at
High Risk for HIV/AIDS
United Kingdom:
The Medical Research Council (MRC)
and the Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC) lead a
strategy for addiction and substance
misuse research, to fund crossdiscipline activities addressing the
biological, medical, social and
economic aspects of addiction and
substance misuse.
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Global Jobs
By Robert Leeman Ph.D.
Chair or Co-Chair
ISBRA Communications Committee
We are looking for a new chair or
co-chair for the ISBRA
Communications Committee. The
goal would be for the new chair or
chairs to begin in September with
ample time to learn from the
current co-chairs. Please contact
Vatsalya Vatsalya at
vatsalya.vatsalya@louisville.edu or
Robert Leeman at
robert.leeman@ufl.edu with any
questions
Director of the Center for Alcohol
and Addiction Studies
Brown School of Public Health
Brown University invites innovative,
experienced, and collaborative
leaders to apply for the position of
Director of the Center for Alcohol
and Addiction Studies (CAAS). This
position comes with a
tenured/tenure-track appointment
in the School of Public Health. The
ideal candidate will expand and
support the Center’s role as a
national leader of innovative alcohol
and addiction scholarship and
practice.
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The successful candidate will bring a
record of outstanding achievement in
research productivity through
publications and external funding, in
teaching and advising
students/fellows, and in mentorship of
junior faculty. The candidate should
have an excellent national and
international reputation. Interested
applicants should submit a letter of
application, curriculum vitae, and
diversity statement. Review of
applications will begin on May 31,
2022.
Associate Professor or Professor and
Endowed Chair
University of Arizona
The Department of Communication at
the University of Arizona invites
applications for an endowed chair in
communication and alcohol studies.
The position comes with a tenured
appointment as an associate professor
or professor, to start as soon as Fall
2022. Minimum requirements are a
Ph.D. in Communication or related
discipline (i.e., psychology, sociology,
public health) and a record of
published research commensurate
with rank of Associate or full Professor
and a history of extramural funding.
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Cont. Global Jobs
By Robert Leeman Ph.D.
Research Assistant Professor
University of Hong Kong

Applications are invited for
appointment as Research Assistant
Professor in the AIDS Institute of the
Department of Microbiology, School
of Clinical Medicine (Ref.: 512709), to
commence as soon as possible on a
two-year fixed-term basis, with the
possibility of renewal subject to
satisfactory performance. Applicants
should possess a Ph.D. degree in
Microbiology or related disciplines,
with an excellent publication track
record. They should have a good
quantitative background, relevant
post-doctoral experience in
conducting and managing
immunology studies, and the ability
to lead individual research projects
independently. Those who have
research experience in HIV/AIDS and
coronavirus with non-human primate
and small animal models would have
an advantage. Review of applications
will start on May 12, 2022 and
continue until May 25, 2022, or until
the post is filled, whichever is earlier.
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News and Events
By Antonio Riva Ph.D., Elena
Palma Ph.D. & Shilpa Chokshi
Ph.D
Past events
American Society of Addiction
Medicine (ASAM) 53rd Annual
Conference
When: March 31- April 3, 2022
Where: Hollywood, Florida, USA
Discover the abstracts and poster
presentations here
Liver Cancer Summit 2022
When: February 3-5, 2022
Where: Virtual
Discover the abstract book here
Future events
“2nd World Congress on Alcohol
and Alcoholism”- Joint Meeting of
ISBRA and ESBRA 2022
When: September 17-20, 2022
Where: Cracow, Poland and hybrid
Abstract deadline: April 30, 2022
“9th European Alcohol Policy
Conference”- Eurocare
When: June 16-17, 2022
Where: Oslo, Norway and hybrid
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Cont. News and Events
By Antonio Riva Ph.D.,
Elena Palma Ph.D. & Shilpa
Chokshi Ph.D

o

o

News
•

•

A New Lancet study shows that
the introduction of an equalized
15% tax share per ethanol unit in
retail prices could prevent
132,096 deaths annually, among
these 24.19% of total alcoholrelated deaths could be averted
in the European region. It is
important to remark that WHO
Europe supports the alcohol
taxation initiative, taking tobacco
control regulations as an
example. Citation: Neufeld, M.,
Rovira, P., Ferreira-Borges, C.,
Kilian, C., Sassi, F., Veryga, A., &
Rehm, J. (2022). Impact of
introducing a minimum alcohol
tax share in retail prices on
alcohol-attributable mortality in
the WHO European Region: A
modelling study. The Lancet
Regional Health-Europe, 15,
100325.
Now available for download the
new WHO “Snapshot series on
alcohol control policies and
practice”:

Population-wide
interventions for reducing
alcohol consumption: what
does the per capita
Page 10 consumption indicator say?
o

o
o

o

•

Addressing and managing
conflicts of interest in alcohol
control policies
Health warning labels on
alcoholic beverages:
opportunities for informed
and healthier choices
Digital marketing of alcoholic
beverages: what has changed?
Unrecorded alcohol: what the
evidence tells us
Addressing alcohol
consumption and
socioeconomic inequalities:
how a health promotion
approach can help

Scandinavian countries plan to
expand strategic programs to
reduce alcohol consumption
following WHO’s target of 10%
reduction in population-wide
alcohol consumption by 2025.
o

o

Denmark to evaluate the
possibility of raising the
minimum age for alcohol
purchase thus equalizing legal
age requirements nationwide.
Norway to implement new
alcohol bottle labelling to
warn of alcohol-related cancer
and cardiovascular risks, and
to support ongoing
implementation of the 4 R’s:
Reduced affordability,
Reduced availability, Reduced
advertising, (Governmental)
Retail monopoly for alcohol
products.
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Interview with a Scientist
By Dr. Rosana Camarini
Dr. Andrew J. Lawrence
1. How did your interest grow in
the area of alcohol research?
I did my PhD studying the opioid
system and from there became
interested in reward processing. I
undertook postdoctoral training in a
behavioural neuropharmacology
laboratory under the mentorship of
Professor Charles Marsden, focussing
on the serotonin system. My career in
alcohol research began when I
established my own laboratory, so it
was a little bit of an indirect pathway!

2. What were the challenges you
found during the early stage of
your career as a scientist, and how
did you overcome that?
I guess key challenges were establishing
myself in this field, given I had not been
through the traditional path of training
in a leading alcohol research group. To
assist in this regard I sought mentors
for guidance; Peter Dodd and Clive
Harper were both very helpful with
advice and suggestions for me. This
made a big difference as it allowed me
to gain visibility within the alcohol
research field and become active within
ISBRA. I also secured funding from
various sources (both government and
philanthropic) so that I could build a
team.
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3. What are the areas of alcohol
research that you are focused on
presently?
My primary focus is to improve our
understanding of the circuits and
chemistry within those circuits that
drive alcohol-seeking. The ultimate goal
is identification of novel potential
therapeutic targets that can be
empirically tested in robust animal
models and ultimately human subjects.
One example of this workflow is my
research into the orexin system – our
first preclinical paper was in 2006 and
we have now embarked on a Phase II
trial of suvorexant for comorbid AUD
and insomnia. More recently, my group
has identified muscarinic receptors (for
example M5 and M4) as potential
targets. In the case of the M4 receptor,
we used a back-translational approach;
starting from findings we made in postmortem human brain tissue,
recapitulating those molecular
outcomes in a rat model and finally
providing functional relevance in
behavioural studies. This was a
collaborative team effort and great fun
to be involved with!
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Cont. Interview with a Scientist
By Dr. Rosana Camarini
Dr. Andrew J. Lawrence
4. What were the benchmark
studies (bench to bedside and vice
versa) that caught your attention
during your career in alcohol
research?

5. How did you get involved with
ISBRA, and how do you think global
academic organizations can fuel the
development of research?

There have been many very interesting
studies and outcomes during my career,
so it’s difficult to pinpoint one! In
general terms, the approaches made by
leading investigators such as George
Koob, Rainer Spanagel and Markus
Heilig have shaped the field and been
very influential. The notion of
identifying a potential target, validating
that target as being both relevant and
able to be engaged with appropriate
small molecules and then translating
that research into human subjects
engages me intellectually. Related to
this approach, I am also cognisant of
the ongoing refinement of rodent
models in alcohol and addiction
research more broadly, that may
improve translation of preclinical
findings. This is an important area of
research and there are a number of
groups that have made major
contributions in this regard.

My involvement with ISBRA began
essentially from the encouragement of
Peter Dodd and Clive Harper. I joined
ISBRA, subscribed to Alcoholism:
Clinical and Experimental Research, and
was active with regards to involvement
in ISBRA conference symposium
proposals. In 2017 I joined the board of
the Asian-Pacific Society for Alcohol
and Addiction Research (APSAAR),
which is affiliated with ISBRA and in
2018, I joined the board of ISBRA. I
think societies of this type can help
develop research at a number of levels.
For example, at a very simple level,
societies bring people together, which
fosters collaboration and new research
partnerships. In addition, societies can
assist in career development of new
generations of investigators. At the
other end of the spectrum, scientific
societies can lobby governments to
support research and also contribute to
the development of key health policy
updates, based on current evidence.
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Cont. Interview with a
Scientist
By Dr. Rosana Camarini
Dr. Andrew J. Lawrence
6. What is the take home message
you want to convey to the young
investigators?
Research by nature is competitive and
full of “ups and downs”. Nevertheless, it
should also be fun! I think key survival
skills include resilience (do not take
unsuccessful grant applications or
manuscript submissions personally – it
happens to all of us), perseverance and
problem solving but this should also be
tempered by knowing when to stop.
Be driven by the science and your
questions, adopt new technologies
when they will assist you in this quest
but not just because others are doing
so. Do not try to be an expert in
everything – you will spread yourself
too thin. Understand what you are good
at and collaborate with others, this will
allow you to delve deeper and also be
fulfilling. Have faith in your data and
question the dogma. Be respectful of
yourself and your peers.
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Conference Report
By Richa Singhal Ph.D.
Experimental Biology annual
conference 2022
The Experimental Biology (EB) annual
conference was held in Philadelphia
from April 2 to April 5, 2022. The
host societies were the American
Association for Anatomy (AAA),
American Society for Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology (ASBMB),
American Physiological Society
(APS), American Society for
Investigative Pathology (ASIP),
American Society for Pharmacology
and Experimental Therapeutics
(ASPET) and EB wide. Along with
platform presentations, posters,
keynote speakers, and exhibitors, the
conference hosted a “career central,”
comprising short talks, career
development sessions, and a job
board. The conference held an
exclusive alcoholic and nonalcoholic
fatty liver diseases Poster Session,
which included topics like 1) Alcohol
exacerbates SARS-CoV-2 -induced
ARDS in mice, 2) Alcohol intoxication
stimulates antioxidant gene
expression in skeletal muscle in a
time-dependent manner, 3)
Alterations in hepatic albumin
phosphorylation in patients with
alcohol-associated hepatitis and
cirrhosis, 4) Bile acid-mediated
activation of brown fat protects from
alcohol-induced steatosis and liver
injury,
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Cont. Conference Report
By Richa Singhal Ph.D.
5) Constrictor responses of cerebral
resistance arterioles preserved in
male and female rats exposed to
prenatal alcohol, 6) Deconvolution of
bulk RNAseq data from human liver
samples reveals a metabolic switch
in periportal hepatocytes in alcoholic
hepatitis, 7) Endocannabinoid
regulation of behavior in response to
negative affective states associated
with alcohol abstinence, 8) P2X7
inhibition prevents mitochondrial
stress caused by alcohol and ecigarette exposure in primary
vascular endothelial cells and
restores barrier function and 9) PDE4
Inhibitor reverses alcohol
impairment of CFTR function and
protects against bacterial
pneumonia.

Plenary sessions associated with
alcohol-associated diseases were: 1)
Advances in liver homeostasis and
repair, liver pathobiology:
therapeutics and pathway targets, 2)
Liver diseases and organ crosstalk:
microbiome, metabolites and
mechanisms, and 3) Liver
pathobiology workshop:
Transcription factors: liver’s REAL ID.
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Highlighted talks in the conference
were on topics like “IL-1 as the
master cytokine for inflammatory
diseases”; and “Anti-poverty
vaccines: the Science vs. the
antiscience and de-stigmatizing and
supporting mental health.” The
meeting had over 100 exhibitors,
including Agilent, Biocytogen, Curi
Bio, GeneCopoeia, Eurofins Advinus
Limited, Mayo Clinic, MP
Biomedicals, Series therapeutics, and
Wiley and Zymo Research
Corporation. Abstracts presented at
the conference will be published as a
meeting supplement in mid-May
2022 in the Federation of American
Societies for Experimental Biology
(FASEB) Journal.
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