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From the President

 When I succeeded the presidency of ISBRA from 
Prof. Edward Riley in June 2014, I had several goals that 
I wished to achieve during my two-year term. Foremost 
among these was the determination to increase the 
membership of our society, especially in areas where this 
has historically been quite low, such as in parts of Africa, 
Asia, and South America. This has partly been due to the 
limited availability of resources into alcohol research and 
consequently, the small number of investigators in the 
field. Other reasons may be the fact the ISBRA is not well 
known among investigators, or they are unaware of the 
advantages of becoming a member of our society, or a 
combination of the two. It may be the case that ISBRA is 
unpopular among alcohol researchers in these areas. We 
should bear in mind that if these areas show an increase 
in alcohol consumption then the magnitude of alcohol-
related health and social problems may be exacerbated in 
the future. ISBRA may be in a position to facilitate these 
regions by helping to build more capacity. We may be 
able to attract more members to our society by providing 
opportunities for research.

As of May 2015, ISBRA has 781 members from 49 
countries. In the last 12 months we have welcomed 32 
new members. The distribution of members by country 
is shown below and, as we can see, the society has five 
members from Africa and eight from South America. 
Moving forward, I will focus on increasing cooperation 
among the Board of Directors (BoD) and other members 
of the society to increase the membership, especially in 
the areas mentioned previously.

Argentina (1)    India (8)         Saudi Arabia (1)
Australia (29)    Ireland (2)         Scotland (1)
Austria (6)    Israel (3)         Serbia (2)
Belarus (9)    Italy (8)         Montenegro (1)
Belgium (4)    Japan (64)         Singapore (1)
Brazil (6)    Kenya (1)         South Africa (1)
Canada (10)    Latvia (2)         South Korea (22)
Chile (1)    Mexico (1)         Spain (9)
Czech Rep. (2)    Netherlands (2)     Sweden (22)
Denmark (6)    New Zealand (1)    Switzerland (4)
Estonia (2)    Nigeria (3)         Taiwan (6)
Finland (9)    Pakistan (1)         Taiwan, R.O.C. (1)
France (30)    Poland (6)         Thailand (3)
Georgia (1)    Portugal (1)         United Kingdom (10)
Germany (33)    Puerto Rico (1)      United States (431)
Greece (1)    Romania (2) 
Hungary (2)    Russia (5) 

This table was prepared by Ms. Michelyn Lintz

I believe that one of the best ways to increase the 
popularity and visibility of ISBRA is via meetings that will 
engage and attract participants. The next meeting is due 
in September 2016 and will be held in conjunction with 
ESBRA. Prof. Rainer Spanagel, chair of the local organ-
izing and program committees, has done a great job in 
preparing the meeting, overcoming obstacles such as the 
uncertainty regarding the societies that would participate 
in the meeting and the difficulty in determining a venue. 
As Prof. Spanagel is a world renowned researcher we 
can look forward to a program of the highest quality. I 
have also asked the professor to encourage young inves-
tigators and researchers from less resourced countries 
because of the international nature of our society.

In line with the two-year plan of the Education Com-
mittee, chaired by Prof. Peter Dodd, educational work-
shops will be scheduled for the Berlin meeting. The 
committee also hopes to expand its activities by having 
workshops at the meetings of affiliate societies. We are 
confident that these efforts will raise both the profile and 
numbers of ISBRA.

In addition, the Membership Committee has begun its 
activity plan. Dr. Mary-Anne Enoch, chair of the commit-
tee, has taken responsibility for updating the invitation 
letter to potential members and once complete this will 
be translated into eight different languages (including 
English) and will be posted on the ISBRA website. This will 
undoubtedly help to engage and attract potential mem-
bers.

As you may be aware, ISBRA has suffered from some 
financial instability. In recent times, the majority of 
revenue has come from surpluses left over from previ-
ous meetings. However, it has become increasingly dif-
ficult to raise revenue to fund meetings, especially from 
pharmaceutical companies, donations from which have 
decreased. Partly in an effort to tackle this issue, Prof. 
Raymond Anton, chair of the Finance Committee, has 
kindly proposed introducing a fixed professional congress 
organizer for ISBRA meeting. It is hoped that this will en-
sure future meetings are more profitable and consistent. 
The details of this proposal are described in the accompa-
nying committee report and will be fully discussed in the 
BoD meeting.

Joint programs with affiliate societies are of great im-
portance. I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. 
Thomas Zima, president of ESBRA and Prof. Consuelo 
Guerri, chair of the Local Organizing Committee of ESBRA 
2015 to be held in Valencia, for jointly arranging three 
symposia with ESBRA, LASBRA and JMSAS. I also wish to 
recognize the contribution of ISBRA members, including 
Prof. Rosana Camarini, chair of the Liaison Committee, 

continued on page 4



4

Prof. Edward Riley, Prof. Helmut Seitz, Dr. Kenneth War-
ren, Prof. Toshikazu Saito as well as all other members 
who assisted. I understand that ISBRA will have some 
involvement in the program of APSAAR, another affiliate 
society, for the meeting in August, 2015 to be held in Syd-
ney. We will greatly benefit if joint efforts such as these 
are promoted at future meetings of ISBRA and affiliate 
societies.

As you may be aware, ISBRA has had an official 
relationship with the World Health Organization (WHO). 
Previous newsletters have detailed the various activities 
that have been conducted in connection with WHO. The 
current issue includes an article by Dr. Vladimir Poznyak 
of WHO regarding the collaboration between the two 
organizations and their expectations of ISBRA. As WHO is 
an important partner for our society, we will continue to 
collaborate with the organization.

Finally, I will touch upon the Executive Committee 
which is comprised of myself (chair), senior vice presi-
dent, Prof. Spanagel, and the immediate past president, 
Prof. Riley. This committee is responsible for overseeing 
the operational management, control and supervision 
of the business and affairs of the society. We must also 
focus on the mission of the society, which is to promote 
excellence internationally in biomedical research on 
alcoholism as a non-profit corporation and as an NGO in 
official  relations with WHO. Consequently, with the sup-
port of the Board of Directors and other members I will 
do my utmost to continue to develop the society for the 
remainder of my presidency.

Thank you.
Susumu Higuchi, MD PhD
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Committee Members 2015-2016

Education Committee 
Peter Dodd (Chair) – Australia 
Rosana Camarini – Brazil
Michael Charness – USA
Marisa Roberto – USA/Italy
Helmut Seitz – Germany  
Executive Committee 
Susumu Higuchi (Chair) – Japan
Edward Riley – USA
Rainer Spanagel – Germany

Finance Committee 
Raymond Anton (Chair) – USA
Paula Hoffman – USA
Karl Mann – Germany
Edward Riley – USA

Liaison Committee 
Rosana Camarini (Chair) – Brazil
Susumu Higuchi – Japan
Karl Mann – Germany
Marisa Roberto – JapanUSA/Italy
Helmut Seitz – Germany

Membership Committee 
Mary-Anne Enoch (Chair) – USA
Susan Barron – USA
Tetsuji Cho – Japan
Sung-Gon Kim – Korea
Lorenzo Leggio – USA
Ru-Band Lu – Taiwan
Ulrich Preuss – Germany
Marcella Rietschel – Germany
Bo Soderpalm – Sweden
Annika Thorsell – Sweden

Publication Committee 
Victor Hesselbrock (Chair) – USA
Sawitri Assanangkornchai – Thailand
Ihn-Guen Choi – South Korea
Maria Lucia O. Souza Formigoni – Brazil
Jan Hoek – USA
Karl Mann – Germany
Edward Riley – USA

Nomination Committee 
Edward Riley (Chair) – USA
Karl Mann – Germany
Susumu Higuchi – Japan
Rainer Spanagel – Germany

Current Officers

President 
S. Higuchi, Japan

Past Presidents
E. Riley, USA 
K. Mann, Germany 
T. Saito, Japan 

Senior Vice-President 
R. Spanagel, Germany

Junior Vice-President 
T. Phillips, USA

Secretary 
S. G. Kim, Korea

Treasurer 
P. Hoffman, USA

2014-2018 Board of Directors

R. Anton, USA
R. Camarini, Brazil 
P. Dodd, Australia 
V. Hesselbrock, USA
S. Higuchi, Japan 
P. Hoffman, USA
S. G. Kim, South Korea
T. Phillips, USA
E. Riley, USA
H. Seitz, Germany
B. Söderpalm, Sweden
R. Spanagel, Germany
Y. Takei, Japan
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2014-2016 ISBRA Committee 2-year Plans

Education Committee

•  We certainly agree that the ISBRA President’s Junior 
Investigator Award applicants must be clustered in the 
same (poster?) session.
• If one or more applicants is awarded an oral presen-
tation, as happened in Bellevue, we have a problem of 
parity. RSA address this by having an oral session for the 
finalists.
• I think this would work in well in meetings that are 
not joint with RSA – with the latter we have had a prob-
lem because RSA run their own, separate, award. Ongo-
ing discussion required.
• I haven’t consulted with Rainer Spanagel yet but I 
don’t think this problem will occur in Berlin (i.e., we will 
be the sole Young Investigator Award competition).
• In this ISBRA term I want to expand the role of the EC 
to include education. I’ve had experience helping to run 
hands-on workshops, especially in developing countries, 
and they are heaps of fun – and highly appreciated by 
the students. As ISBRA doesn’t have funds to fly faculty 
to remote locations I think we should consider running a 
workshop at the main meeting.
• We had some spirited discussion from the ISBRA 
Board about whether such an event would be feasible in 
Berlin, whether it should be within the meeting or during 
the lead-up Saturday. I don’t think we finalised that, but I 
am prepared to be corrected.
• Rainer entered into the spirit of this and suggested:
• “Publish or perish – a workshop for PhD students” 
Organizers Rainer Spanagel and Peter Dodd 

• Rainer Spanagel: How and where to publish your 
paper – insights from a journal editor
• Marcella Rietschel: Ethical issues in human genet-
ics, deep brain stimulation etc.
• Peter Dodd: To be determined 
• N.N. 

• We should also consider ISBRA workshops in off-year 
meetings of the local Societies, especially LASBRA and 
APSAAR (and even Volterra). Maybe only a 1-day event to 
begin with, using faculty who are attending the meeting 
anyway.
• I believe these should be co-ordinated through ISBRA 
for consistency.
• Because the organization of APSAAR in Sydney this 
year has been difficult I may not have the opportunity to 
run a workshop this time. Disculpa. (I have the distinct 
impression that everyone else took one pace backward 
and I was left holding a very large baby.) However, I am 
prepared to try to organize if my fellow committee mem-

bers think it will be worthwhile: in current plans we have 
a free day during the meeting and I am sure we could get 
space at the beautiful University of Sydney. I’m open to 
topic suggestions.

Peter Dodd
Education Committee Chair

Executive Committee

• Plan is included in the Letter from the President. 

Finance Committee

•  The assumption is that the Finance Committee will 
evaluate the financial situation of ISBRA and make recom-
mendations to stabilize or grow financial resources. 
• Historically ISBRA has not been very aggressive in this 
area, acting more like a low interest bank with the main 
goal of supporting a small infrastructure and assisting in 
financing of the biannual meeting. The financial policy 
has been very conservative which is probably reason-
able given the nature, and history, of the organization. In 
general, the culture and charter has been one of a de-
centralized management style with a weak and meagerly 
funded central office and relying on volunteers from the 
society to do various tasks including hosting the biannual 
meeting.
• As part of the two year plan the following need to be 
addressed:
• What is the direction of the President and Board re-
garding the society? Is it time to move to increase central 
organization and support, or are we happy with the way 
things have been managed historically. This discussion 
and decision will impact needs and choices regarding 
financial support.
• Should the society expect more reimbursement from 
the biannual meetings than currently exists? Right now 
profits from the meeting are shared (to some unknown 
extent except in the case of the RSA joint meeting) be-
tween the organizing committee and ISBRA. Are we com-
fortable with this or not? Can it be improved and at what 
benefit to ISBRA? In order to address this, the Finance 
Committee will evaluate the cost/benefit of establishing 
a central contractor to run ISBRA meetings (except RSA) 
in the future with an eye to increasing funding for ISBRA. 
This will be an important objective of the two-year plan.
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• Depending on the results of point number one, the 
committee might also want to consider other ways of 
increasing funds for ISBRA. This can range from donation 
solicitation, to different investment choices for reserve 
funds, to more profits from the ACER affiliation. Other 
ideas could be books or other sources of revenue. As part 
of this process, the President and Board need to define 
what funding is needed, and for what purpose. 

Ray Anton
Finance Committee Chair

Liaison Committee

• To promote discussions between the WHO and ISBRA
• To promote liaison with ISAM (International Society of 
Addiction Medicine) and ISBRA - 2015 in Dundee, Scot-
land
• To promote liaison with the affiliate Societies:  ESBRA-
LASBRA Joint Meeting (2015) in Valencia, Spain
• Joint Symposia with the affiliate Societies for 2016 
ISBRA in Berlin, Germany

Rosana Camarini
Liaison Commitee Chair

Membership Committee

The membership committee has formulated a plan that is 
briefly outlined here:
• Increase the proportion of female members
• Target recruitment in Germany and other European 
countries since the next meeting will be in Berlin
• Reach out to institutions and organizations in under-
represented Asian countries, particularly China, Taiwan 
and South Korea and make big efforts to recruit members
• In order to start points 2 and 3, the pdfs on the web-
site titled ‘Why join ISBRA?’ written in English and many 
other languages will have to be updated – the informa-
tion is current only up to 2012
• Analyze the data about membership status when it is 
available in order to determine whether specific groups 
should be targeted, for example students.

Mary-Anne Enoch
Membership Committee Chair

Nomination Committee

• As Chair of the Nominations Committee, I have been 
thinking of ways to ensure that each of the regional affili-
ates has a voice on the Board, as well as ways to increase 
the Board’s diversity.  It is important for each geographi-
cal region of ISBRA to feel that it makes a significant 
contribution to our international efforts on behalf of 
alcohol research. Our affiliates are growing and ISBRA, as 
an international umbrella organization, needs to be able 
to understand and help deal with their issues.  In the past 
the Board has been dominated by males with more se-
nior stature and varying shades of gray hair.  We have to 
encourage more diversity on the Board and ISBRA com-
mittees. More women and younger members need to be 
recruited to serve on committees and to seek nomination 
to the Board.  The research interests of our members 
are also becoming broader, and we should be cognizant 
of that fact in committee and Board representation. As 
ISBRA moves forward representing alcohol researchers 
from around the world, the Board and its committees 
should represent its diverse composition.  The Nomina-
tions Committee will be presenting a few suggestions at 
the next Board of Director’s meeting to try and deal with 
these issues. 

Ed Riley
Nomination Commitee Chair

Publication Committee

• The ISBRA Publication Committee is working to assure 
the publications in the field of alcohol abuse and alcohol-
ism continues to maintain a high-caliber quality and is 
working closely with the Alcoholism: Clinical and Experi-
mental Research (ACER) Journal Editor, Henry R. Kranzler, 
M.D., and Deputy Editor, R. Adron Harris, Ph.D., and the 
other members of the Editorial Board to assure the jour-
nal has a broad representation on the topic and maintains 
a high impact index.

Victor Hesselbrock
Publication Committee Chair
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ISBRA & ESBRA World Congress on Alcohol and Alcoholism 

Dear Colleagues,

It is our privilege and special pleasure to welcome 
you to the First World Congress on Alcohol and Alcohol-
ism. This is a joint meeting of the International Society 
of Biomedical Research on Alcoholism (ISBRA) and the 
European Society for Biomedical Research on Alcohol-
ism (ESBRA). Both societies have chosen Berlin for its 
First joint World Congress in September 2nd-5th, 2016.

 
 

 
 
Both societies are promoting excellence either on the 
European or international level in biomedical research 
on alcohol and alcoholism. ISBRA was founded in 1982 
and ESBRA in 1988 as non-profit scientific organisations 
and the executive boards of both societies felt that it is 
time to join forces. 

During this 1st World Congress key opinion leaders 
will share with us the recent innovations in their respec-
tive fields which impact on basic and preclinical knowl-
edge on alcoholism and alcohol-related biomedical phe-
nomena, as well as on diagnosis, treatment and quality 
of life of our patients. High scientific level sessions will 
be organized: plenary lectures, symposia, interactive 

and educational workshops and debates. Therefore our 
World Congress will offer a wide range of outstand-
ing data in scientific fields from the biomedical basis of 
alcoholism in animal and human experimental models to 
alcohol-related treatment issues, all the way to alcohol-
related psychosocial aspects and epidemiology and 
health economics. Cross-fertilization, so to speak mutual 
exchange, as between dissimilar findings, concepts and 
ideas will be the motto of this meeting as it will enhance 
understanding and will produce something beneficial to 

our research.
The organizers give a warm welcome to the First 

World Congress – enjoy best science and friendship in 
Berlin – one of the top attractive places to be!
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Format of the World Congress

The conference welcomes 800 to 1000 attendees 
in total.  We plan to have two plenary lectures each 
day - in total we will have 8 plenary lectures given by 
key opinion leaders in their respective field of research. 
We will introduce a track system (Preclinical CNS, Clini-
cal CNS, Psychosocial & Epidemiology, Alcohol-induced 
organ damage and other comorbidities) for symposia 
where 4 (or more) symposia will be held in parallel – in 
total we will have 56 symposia including interactive and 
educational workshops and debates. The participating 

researchers shall submit and organize those symposia 
(see call for symposia) (four invited speakers 20’ talk and 
discussion, 10’ conclusions by the discussant - duration 
of a symposium in total 90 minutes).  During lunch time, 
we will have plenty of time for poster sessions. Further-
more, there will be coffee/tea breaks to get together 
and talk science. 

The meeting will be an umbrella for other societies: 
The International Symposium on Alcoholic Liver and Pan-

creatic Diseases (ALPD – organizer Hide Tsukamoto) 
will be integrated into the program and the last 
day of the World Congress – Monday September 
5, 2016 – will be held together with the German 
Addiction Meeting (DG-Sucht – organizer Falk 
Kiefer).
 On Sunday evening we will have our social event 
in the Schillertheater – following a reception, 
a keynote lecture, award ceremony (poster 
awards, ESBRA Nordmann Award, James B. Isaa-
cson Award, and other awards), will be followed 
by a concert - that will make a great night for all 
of us.

Call for Symposia/Posters 

The application for Symposia will be done via an 
online submission system (www.worldcongressalcohol.

org / still under construction) which is open from Sep-
tember 1 until October 31, 2015. Posters can be submit-

ted till June 30, 2016. We hope that all applicants will 
find a smooth process which should not take too 
much time. The Organizing and Scientific Com-
mittee will be responsible for the selection of the 
symposia, plenary presentations, and posters. 
When reviewing symposia and workshop pro-
posals, higher priority will be given to proposals 
containing a diverse foreign representation. The 
Committee will also aim for gender equality and 
balance of junior/senior contributions. This com-
mittee will have representation from numerous 
countries and continents. All correspondence 
with noteworthy information will be approved 
by the Congress President, by Dr. Higuchi, ISBRA 
President, and by Dr. Zima, ESBRA President. 
Rainer Spanagel, PhD
Congress President
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4th Annual APSAAR Conference 

The 4th APSAAR congress will be held jointly with 
the 5th conference of the International Drug and Alcohol 
Research Society (IDARS) in The Westin Hotel, which is 
located in the heart of Sydney just a few blocks from 
Sydney Harbour, from Tuesday 18 August through Friday 
21 August. There will be concurrent streams for the two 
Societies as well as several joint sessions. Our aim is 
to foster cross-fertilization of ideas and collaborations 
between Society members, and also to encourage local 
delegates to join APSAAR.

Prof. John Saunders will be the local host for the 
congress. We plan to have two parallel sessions cover-
ing many topics in both basic science and psychosocial/
clinical areas. There will be a full day of oral and poster 
sessions on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders, in part to 
honour Ken Warren who has always been a strong sup-
porter of APSAAR. Other sessions will cover Comorbidity 
and Complications in Alcoholism and other Addictions; 
Novel Neurobiological Targets for Treatment; Substance 
Use among Indigenous Peoples; and Novel Behavioural 
and Pharmacological Approaches to Preventing Drug-

Seeking and Relapse. IDARS components will cover 
Psychostimulants such as Cocaine; Methamphetamine 
Neurotoxicity; Treatment of Drug Addiction; Canna-
bis, Opiates Anæsthetics, and Inhalants. We also have 
proposals for sessions on Infection and Addiction; The 
Nature and Diagnosis of Addictive Disorders; Addiction 
Pharmacotherapy; Internet Gaming and Social Media; 
and The Vulnerable Brain. There will be a symposium for 
Early Career Researchers and sessions for free oral com-
munications as well as posters. Full program details have 
not yet been finalised: we invite all interested colleagues 
to visit the web site and submission portal, https://ekid-
dna.eventsair.com/4th-apsaar-5th-idars-conference/
event-info-site, to submit symposia ideas and free oral 
or poster abstracts. You will also find links there for 
booking your accommodation.

Peter Dodd, PhD
UQ, Brisbane, Australia.
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ESBRA LASBRA 2015 Joint Congress

The 15th Congress of the European Society for Bio-
medical Research on Alcoholism will be held in Valencia, 
Spain, from September 12 to 15, 2015, organized in con-
junction with the Latin American Society for Biomedical 
Research on Alcoholism (LASBRA).  This Congress will 
bring last-minute information about recent advances on 
basic research and innovation, in the research areas of 
prevention and treatment in the fields of alcohol abuse 
and dependence as well as on basic and clinical aspects 
of alcohol-related pathologies, including liver damage 
and fetal alcohol spectrum disorders. The meeting will 
provide the opportunity for sharing ideas, for network-
ing, and for developing collaborations.

The Scientific Program includes 27 symposia, poster 
and oral presentations and 6 plenary lectures covering 
different scientific and clinical topics on alcohol research:  

• R. Bataller (USA, Spain) “Alcoholic liver disease: 
pathogenesis, management, and novel targets for 
therapy”

• A. R Lingford-Hughes (UK), “Imaging the neuro-
pharmacology of alcoholism”

• P. Murray  ( NIAAA, USA) “The Adolescent, Brain 
and Cognitive Development (ABCD) Study: an up-
date from the U.S. National Institutes of Health”

• Ed. Riley, Ph.D. “Fetal alcohol spectrum disorders: 
An overview and up-date”

• M Salaspuro “Acetaldehyde, the most common 
human carcinogen”

• R. Spanagel PhD “A systems medicine approach 
towards understanding alcohol addiction”

  Valencia, a 2000 year old beautiful Mediterra-
nean city of approximately 1-million inhabitants having 
a 500-years old University, has excellent communica-

tions via highway, train (including the high-speed train to 
Madrid), boat (mainly to the Balearic islands) and a busy 
international airport. The city offers  a pleasant and easy-
going atmosphere, a modern cosmopolitan and Mediter-
ranean environment, a vast cultural heritage, beautiful 
Mediterranean beaches and a very modern complex of 
incredible architecture built mainly by Calatrava, and a 
very famous Oceanographic aquarium.

We will be very happy to welcome you to Valencia to 
participate in this Congress. http://ESBRA2015.com

Consuelo Guerri, PhD
ESBRA 2015 Congress President
Website:  http://ESBRA2015.com 
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JMSAS Meeting in 2015

The annual meeting of the Japanese Medical Society 
of Alcohol and Drug Studies (JMSAS), an affiliate society 
of ISBRA, will be held between 11 and 13 October 2015 
in the Kobe International Conference Center, Kobe, Ja-
pan. This year’s meeting will be jointly held with the Jap-
anese Society of Alcohol-Related Problems (JSARP) and 
the Japanese Society of Neuroscience of Dependence 
(JSND), under the title Japanese Alcohol, Nicotine and 
Drug Addiction Conference 2015 (http://www.conven-
tion-w.jp/j-andac2015/ - available only in Japanese). The 
congress presidents at the meeting will be Prof. Shuhei 
Nishiguchi of Hyogo Medical University (JMSAS), Dr. Shi-
geo Horii (JSARP), and Prof. Ichiro Sora of Kobe University 
(JSND). The principal theme of this year’s meeting will be 
“Onkochishin: Alcohol and Drug Research, Progress in the 
Past 50 Years and Future Prospects.” “Onkochishin” is an 
ancient Chinese proverb meaning “studying the past to 
learn new things.”

Although the program of the joint meeting has yet 
to be finalized, it will include 14 plenary lectures and 38 
symposia and workshops. This year’s meeting will mark 
the 50th anniversary of the JMSAS meeting, and a memo-
rial symposium chaired by Dr. Toshikazu Saito, president 

of JMSAS and JSND is planned. Among the symposium 
speakers will be Drs. Susumu Higuchi and Prof. Yoshiyuki 
Takei, BoD members of ISBRA. The landmark new law, the 
“Basic Act on Measures against Alcohol-Related Health 
Harm” was enacted in December 2013 and implement-
ed in June 2014 (http://alhonet.jp/english.html - English 
version). The basic plan to implement this Act is under 
discussion by the Committee of Persons Involved in Mea-
sures Against Alcohol-related Health Harm, chaired by Dr. 
Susumu Higuchi in association with the Cabinet Office of 
Japan. Enactment of this Act is keenly awaited by many 
people who are involved in the prevention and control of 
alcohol-related problems. The joint meeting will include 
a special symposium focusing on the Act, including dis-
cussion of its planning and effective implementation.

JMSAS and JSND will soon be merged into a new so-
ciety named the Japanese Medical Society of Alcohol and 
Addiction Studies (JMSAAS), and this year’s JMSAS meet-
ing will be the last meeting of the respective organiza-
tions in their present form. When this takes place the cur-
rent status of JMSAS as an affiliate society of ISBRA will 
need to be updated.

Continued on page 13
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2016 Meeting of the Research Society on Alcoholism

June 25-29, 2016
Hyatt Regency New Orleans
www.RSoA.org
Initial meeting details to be posted October 15, 2015

For the first time, the Annual 
Meeting of the Research Soci-
ety on Alcoholism (RSA) will 
take place in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. The 39th Annual 
Meeting will begin on Satur-
day, with satellite sessions, 
the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder Study Group and 
the RSA Opening Reception. 
On Sunday-Wednesday, there 
will be full days of plenary 
sessions, symposia, poster 
sessions, special workshops 
and events, including the 
annual Student Networking 
Lunch and Post-Doc Dinner. 
The meeting will end on Wednes-
day evening, with the Closing Ceremony – dinner, award 
presentations and slideshow.

The research areas that will be covered include bio-
logical/preclinical, medical/clinical and psychosocial. The 
primary goal of the meeting is to provide a forum for al-
cohol researchers - from all disciplines - to present their 
latest findings and to learn about new research develop-
ments in an environment that will promote interaction 
at both the professional and personal level.  

This is a city of great cuisine, music, history, and 
nightlife. When not busy at the meeting, stroll or take 
a Streetcar and explore. You will find a treasure trove 
of rich art, American history and culture or can explore 
nature’s wonders, golf, shop or take a river boat cruise. 

The hotel’s premier location makes it an ideal place to 
visit local attractions. The Aquarium of the Americas, 
numerous museums, galleries, the Garden District, and – 
of course – the French Quarter are a few of the numer-
ous attractions located within minutes of the conference 
hotel.  

I look forward to seeing you in New Orleans. 

Tamara J. Phillips, PhD
President, Research Society on Alcoholism

 A joint meeting of the three domestic societies 
was held last year in Yokohama with the annual meet-
ing of the International Society of Addiction Medicine 
(ISAM). These meetings drew a record number of par-
ticipants (nearly 2,000) from Japan. We expect this year’s 
joint meeting to attract an even greater number of par-
ticipants and to further raise the bar of success.

Susumu Higuchi, MD PhD
President, ISBRA and the Japanese Society of Alcohol                                                                  

       Related Problems

Continued from page 12
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ISBRA - WHO Collaboration

ISBRA, as the organization in official relations with 
the World Health Organization (WHO), continues to be 
engaged in information exchange with the program on 
Management of Substance Abuse at the WHO Head-
quarters in Geneva and provide technical input, as 
required,  to WHO program activities on alcohol and 
related areas. WHO has embarked on the International 
collaborative research project on child development 
and prenatal risk factors with a focus on prevalence of 
FASD among children. The project implemented in col-
laboration with NIAAA (USA) and CAMH (Canada) has 
been developed with a strong input from ISBRA experts. 
Currently the project is operational in 7 countries includ-
ing Belarus, Canada,  Moldova, Namibia, Poland (with 
modified protocol), Ukraine and Seychelles. In August 
2014 WHO organized in Tokyo, Japan, in collaboration 
with the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 
the National Hospital Organization Kurihama Medi-
cal and Addiction Centre (Japan) and ISBRA the WHO 
Meeting on public health implications of behavioural 
addictions associated with excessive use of the internet, 
computers, smartphones and similar electronic devices. 
Currently WHO is in the process of revision of Interna-
tional Classification of Diseases (ICD), and the clinic-
based field testing of suggested diagnostic categories 
and their clinical descriptions and diagnostic guidelines 
will take place during 2015-2016 under the auspices of 
the WHO. The current ICD-11 proposal retains the con-

cepts of substance dependence and harmful substance 
use with simplified diagnostic guidance for dependence 
and somewhat expanded boundaries of the harmful 
use. Special attention will be given to clinical utility of 
the classification with regard to alcohol-related health 
conditions outside the boundaries of substance use dis-
orders. ISBRA is invited to contribute to the field testing 
and provide technical input to the ICD-11 development 
that is planned to be finalized in 2017.

Vladimir Poznyak, MD PhD
Coordinator, Management of Substane Abuse
World Health Organization, Geneva

 

Fifty-Year Anniversary of the Japanese Medical Society of Alcohol & Drug Studies (JMSAS) 

This year is the fifty-year anniversary of JMSAS. We 
will have a memorial ceremony to celebrate at the begin-
ning of the 2015 Congress in Kobe. 

In Japan, a huge number of people are suffering from 
alcohol related disorders, including alcohol dependence 
and alcohol related mental and physical disorders which 
creates serious individual, familial and social difficulties. 
Provisions against the disorders, including development 
of basic, social and clinical medical sciences, were re-
quired in Japan. Under the circumstances, clinical, social 
and basic scientists in the field of alcohol and drug related 
disorders have become more active. In the early 1960’s, 
Professor Shigeo Ogata, Professor and Chair of the De-
partment of Forensic Medicine of Kyoto Prefectural Uni-
versity of Medicine, had preached the necessity of the 
scientific society for alcohol and drug studies to research-
ers of forensic medicine, and had a significant impact in 
the establishment of the society. In 1964 and 1965, Pro-

fessor Ogata had many enthusiastic discussions in several 
preparatory meetings of a scientific society for alcohol 
studies with researchers and practitioners belonging to a 
wide-range of fields including forensic medicine, pharma-
cology, public health, internal medicine, psychiatry and 
other disciplines.

JMSAS was founded on May 31, 1966, in Kyoto under 
Professor Shigeo Ogata, the Founding President. The first 
JMSAS Congress was held on May 31st –June 1st, 1966, 
with 54 lectures and 2 plenary lectures. Dr. David Lester, 
Professor of Chemistry at Rutgers University was recom-
mended to be the first emeritus member of the society. 
The official journal of the society, Japanese Journal of 
Studies on Alcohol, was published on September, 1966. 
The office was located in the Department of Forensic 
Medicine, Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine. The 
English name of the Society was the Japanese Medical 
Society of Alcohol Studies. The English names of the so-

Continued on page 15
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ciety and the journal were decided on the advice of Dr. 
Lester. 

The mission of JMSAS is to encourage alcohol re-
search, facilitate communication in the convergent dis-
ciplines of alcohol studies, familiarize people with knowl-
edge and information of alcohol related sciences, and to 
contribute to the development of culture and science. 
Although JMSAS was established as an interdisciplinary 
society, communication between scientists with conver-
gent disciplines was not so easy. Therefore, some mem-
bers of the society established new scientific societies: 
Japanese Society for Biomedical Research on Alcohol (JS-
BRA), in 1984, and the Japanese Society for Psychiatric 
Research on Alcoholism (JSPRA), in July, 1989, to concen-
trate their research on their own disciplines. In the early 
1990s, since research on drug dependence became more 
active in JMSAS, we changed the society name to Japa-
nese Medical Society of Alcohol & Drug Studies.

Since the beginning of 2010, global scientific and hu-
man exchange between societies has increased a desire to 
merge several alcohol and drug related societies into one 
for reacting globalization. The JSPRA has merged with the 
Nicotine and Drug Dependence Research Forum, which 
was founded by Dr. Tomoji Yanagita, and developed into 
the Japanese Society for Neuroscience of Dependence 
(JSND) on September, 2012. Ultimately, JMSAS and JSND 
will be merged in March of 2016 to “Japanese Medical 
Society of Alcohol & Addiction Studies (JMSAAS)”. There-
fore, the 50th annual meeting is the final meeting as JM-
SAS. We are planning a 50th anniversary ceremony at the 
beginning of the annual meeting which will be held Oc-
tober 11th - 13th, 2015, in Kobe under Professor Syuhei 
Nishiguchi, Congress President. 

Regarding the relation to ISBRA, JMSAS had a joint 
meeting with ISBRA three times. Under Professor Kinya 
Kuriyama, the 4th ISBRA Congress was held in Kyoto, on 
July, 1988. Under Professor Hiromasa Ishii, the 10th IS-
BRA Congress was held in Yokohama on July, 2000. Un-
der Professor Toshikazu Saito, the 16th ISBRA Congress 
was held in Sapporo, on September, 2012. All of these 
congresses were very successful with fruitful discussions. 
Drs. Kuriyama, Ishii and Saito have served JMSAS as presi-
dent and also served ISBRA as president and vice-presi-
dent. The Hiromasa Ishii Memorial Award is one of the 
ISBRA awards which is given to excellent scientists in the 
field of Hepatology and Gastroenterology. Dr. Susumu 
Higuchi, current ISBRA president, will be the ISBRA 2018 
Congress President. 

Members of JMSAS have contributed to the establish-
ment of the Asian-Pacific Society of Alcohol & Addiction 

Research (APSAAR). In March of 2006, scientific and hu-
man exchange was started between Japan and Korea. We 
invited Professor Oh who was a past President of the Ko-
rean Academy of Addiction Psychiatry (KAAP) and Profes-
sor Choi who was the President Elect of KAAP, and is the 
current President of APSAAR. Since then, our academic 
exchange has become quite active, and actually, Drs. Hi-
guchi and Saito were invited to KAAP’s meeting in Korea. 
That led us to have the session of Asian Night at the IS-
BRA 2006 Congress in Sydney, Australia. After the session, 
participants of the symposium discussed the establish-
ment of an Asian Pacific Society. APSAAR was founded 
in 2008 in Tokyo after enthusiastic discussions in several 
preparatory meetings on 30th September, 2007. Profes-
sor Oh was elected Founding President of the APSAAR. 
The 1st Congress of APSAAR  was held on May 11, 2009 
in Seoul. APSAAR officially became a regional society of 
ISBRA on Jul 22, 2010. The second APSAAR Congress was 
held in Thailand in 2012. The third Congress was held in 
Shanghai in 2014. The forth congress of APSAAR will be 
held Sydney, Australia on August 18th -21st, 2015.

During the last 10 years, global activity of JMSAS has 
increased. We have had joint symposia not only with IS-
BRA, an affiliated society, and with APSAAR and ESBRA; 
but, also with other societies, including CINP. Members 
of JMSAS and JSND, especially young members are more 
active to participate in international meetings. I sincerely 
hope our society members can continue to contribute 
to the global development of alcohol and drug- related 
studies through scientific communications as well as hu-
man communications with other scientists from all over 
the world. 
 
Toshikazu Saito, MD PhD
President of JMSAS and JSND
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Applying for ISBRA Membership
If you are already a member in good standing of one 
of ISBRA’s affiliated regional societies (ESBRA, JMSAS, 
RSA, APSAAR or LASBRA) you need only complete the 
online ISBRA Membership Application Form, which 
can be found at http://isbra.com/membership (if you 
have questions, please contact Ms. Lintz at isbra@
isbra.com). Annual dues for these members are $45. 
If you are not a member of an affiliated Society, you 
must submit an up-to-date Curriculum Vitae and the 
Membership Application Form. Annual dues for these 
members are $60, and all information can be sub-
mitted online at http://isbra.com/membership. The 
Membership Committee reviews applications 4 times 
a year. Application deadlines are: January 2, April 1, 
July 1 and October 1. You will be notified in writing of 
your formal acceptance into ISBRA. 
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